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Human Sexuality Symposium
inspires students across campus

Nightly rosary walk cultivates
faith in midst of uncertainty

University president meets
with students at inaugural
town hall meeting

Graphic by Eloisa Guttierez. Photos by Elizabeth Wagner (right).
New students this semester broke a Franciscan University size record, and they have many different interests and hometowns (above).
Many upperclassmen volunteer to serve lunch to the freshmen attending the Freshman Retreat Aug. 29 (top right). Wearing the retreat
T-shirt, Bob Lesnefsky, director of evangelization, addresses the attendees of the event (bottom right).

Franciscan University welcomes its largest ever incoming class to campus
Edyta Wolk
Editor-in-Chief
After months of planning a safe and
socially distanced return to school, the
Franciscan University of Steubenville
welcomed over 700 new students to
campus this fall, breaking its record for
largest incoming class.
The fall 2020 undergraduate
freshmen and transfer students add up
to a total of 730 new faces on campus,
according to Student Life Services. This
is higher than last year’s total of 600 and
the fall 2018 total of 680, which was the
university’s previous record.
New students got to campus Aug.
20 for orientation, and they attended the
freshman retreat the following weekend

on Saturday, Aug. 29, at 11 a.m. in the
Finnegan Fieldhouse.
In addition to both breaking a size
record and having to begin college
amidst a global pandemic, this class
also stands out for some other unique
characteristics.
There are 35 new international
students this year, according to Student
Life Services, coming from the
countries of Austria, Bermuda, Canada,
Ecuador, Gibraltar, Great Britain,
Haiti, Ireland, Malaysia, Mexico,
Netherlands, Nicaragua, Nigeria,
Singapore, Uganda, United Kingdom,
Vietnam and Zambia.
Other characteristics of the class,
however, are more typical of Franciscan
students — the two most common
majors among the class are pre-nursing

and business and the most common
male and female names are Joseph and
Mary, respectively.
One of the university’s major
initiatives to help its freshman class this
semester was the Step in Faith fund,
which was announced over the summer.
The fund covers 100% of tuition
costs after other financial aid for the fall
2020 semester for all new on-campus,
undergraduate students — whether
freshman or transfer, residential or
commuter. There is a donation portal
for the fund on the university’s website.
In the press release announcing the
initiative, the Rev. Dave Pivonka, TOR,
university president, explained, “As
a University, we feel called by God to
ease the burden for students, so they
can experience the irreplaceable value

of a Franciscan University education.
… We hope this unique response will
help them to overcome these obstacles
and uncertainties and step out in faith
with us.”
Many freshmen did not shy away
from showing how thankful they
were for the fund. A group of them
that had connected over the Class of
2024 Facebook group created a video
montage thanking Pivonka and the rest
of the university for the tuition aid. The
video, scripted by freshman Stanley
Colaço and edited by freshman Evelyn
Lundy, has over 6,200 views on the
university’s Instagram page.
Other accommodations made for the
large incoming class regarded housing.
The Super 8 hotel at the bottom of
the hill was converted into a dorm for

the semester due to the “overwhelming
response to Fr. Dave’s Step in Faith
initiative,” wrote Alison Peleskey,
manager of residential services, in an
email to eligible residents this summer.
Franciscan is one of many Catholic
universities that have decided to return
to on-campus learning this fall.
Thomas Aquinas College and
Christendom College, for example,
have also welcomed students back onto
their campuses. Catholic University
of America, according to its website,
has allowed freshmen to move in on
campus but is utilizing online learning
for sophomores, juniors and seniors.
Franciscan is monitoring its
coronavirus case count on campus and
has an online backup plan in place for
the semester.

Franciscan’s COVID response: Dean of students
discusses guidelines, future for campus life
Francesco Pinque
Staff Writer

Social
distancing,
mask
wearing and sanitizing: these three
concepts, once innocuous and
relatively unknown in the public
sphere, have suddenly come
to the forefront of Franciscan
University of Steubenville’s
attention in the wake of the
COVID-19 pandemic.
To say that the effects of
the pandemic and the three
aforementioned concepts have
been life-changing for countless
numbers of people around the
world is not an exaggeration.
Franciscan was certainly not
exempt from the effects of the
pandemic, and had to send all
students home in the middle of
the spring semester along with
cutting short the Austria program
in the spring and cancelling it for

the fall semester.
However, after an entire
summer of planning, constantly
shifting expectations and national
uncertainty, the faculty and
staff at Franciscan were able to
welcome students back to campus
just two weeks ago.
While Franciscan is now
alive with an unprecedented
number of students, there is also
an unprecedented situation each
and every student is currently
experiencing on campus. Social
distancing, mask wearing and
sanitizing is now a part of daily
life at the University.
These regulations — which
almost every student is now very
familiar with and which include
wearing a face covering unless
actively eating, maintaining
6-foot social distancing whenever
possible and not entering other
residence halls — may or

may not have the unanimous
approval of everyone on campus.
Nevertheless, the university’s
leaders are committed to keeping
the semester running for the sake
of the students.
“Honestly … I’m willing to do
whatever,” said Dean of Students
Matthew
Schaefer,
sitting
outside the J.C. Williams Center
on a bright, sunny day while
maintaining the 6-foot social
distancing standard. “I will do
whatever to stay together. Let’s
go for it.”
Having played an integral
role with other university leaders
in reopening campus, Schaefer
related the challenges they faced
in bringing back students to
Franciscan.
“The biggest thing is that it was
a moving target,” said Schaefer.
“Every other day things were
changing, state mandates were

changing, what other schools
were doing were changing. So we
were watching the scope of it, and
what we thought we were going
to put in place in … May was very
different from what we thought
in June, was very different from
what we thought in July.”
Despite the constant changes,
Schaefer said he was committed
to both safety and practicality.
“Where we came down on
it, essentially,” said Schaefer,
“became how do we let students
have a fulfilling experience on
campus as best we can while at
the same time trying to remain
… as practical as possible so
that students actually follow the
guidelines?”
Even though all the guidelines
play an important role in keeping
students together on campus for
the semester, Schaefer admitted
that one in particular was

especially important.
“Honestly, it’s probably the
one we struggle with the most,
which is the mask wearing,” said
Schaefer. “The biggest reason
for this is because that actually
dictates … a lot of who goes
into quarantine if someone has a
positive test. If you’re hanging
out with someone and you’re
wearing a mask, and one of those
people within that group has a
positive test, those other people
in the group don’t actually have
to go into quarantine.”
Schaefer asked, “(If) I’m
going to hang out with this
group for an hour, is it worth me
wearing that mask for an hour so
that I don’t have to quarantine …
and be away from everything for
two weeks?”
 Please see “COVID”
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how do you
feel being back
on campus?
Photos by
Elizabeth Wagner

Junior Katie Collin

“I’m super excited to be back on campus!
It definitely looks a little different, but it
is so nice to have class in person and to
be able to hang out with friends.”

Read more at

TroubOnline.com

Junior Corinne Ikehara

“It’s is amazing being back on campus!
I have missed the community and the
people of Franciscan so much! Being
able to attend daily Mass again is such
a blessing.”

Junior Theresa Kelly

“I’m so happy we’re back on campus!
I’ve missed everyone so much and our
community deserves to be together in
person.”

Opportunity is missed by most people becasue it is
dressed in overalls and looks like work.
— Thomas A. Edison

Sophomore Micah Eby

“I am ecstatic to be back on campus. It’s
so good to be back with old friends and
making new ones. Each and every day is
so different here and that’s one aspect of
Franciscan that makes it so unique. There’s
nothing quite like being here and I’m so
grateful for that.”
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Letter from the editor

Some (more) good news

Edyta Wolk

Editor-in-Chief

John Krasinki’s “Some Good
News” YouTube series was an
instant hit this past spring. At the
time this article is being written,
the former star of “The Office”
has 2.59 million subscribers and
over 78 million total views on his
channel, which features just 13
videos.
“Even indoors in the weird
world of isolation, good news was
happening everywhere,” Krasinski
says at the beginning of his first
video.
I
understand
why
these
episodes were so well-received,
because, honestly, that claim was
pretty hard to believe this past
summer. All the fear and negativity
combined with the social isolation
made it seem as if we were living
in some apocalyptic world. My
home state of Connecticut was one
of the most badly impacted, and
my town felt like a ghost town for
most of the spring.
Now, I’ve been studying
journalism
and
writing
for
the Troubadour ever since my
freshman year at Franciscan. And I
know that it’s the job of the media
to report the truth, even if the truth
is bad or disappointing.
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But I’ve also come to know
that if all the news we ever write
or read about is this dark and
disappointing, then the media is
doing something wrong. Because
that’s simply not the truth. The
truth is that there are still many
reasons to be happy and thankful.
Here’s some good news for you
all: We’re all back at Franciscan —
on campus! Praise God! And our
awesome administration is doing
everything it can to make sure we
spend the whole semester here.
The Step in Faith fund is
making it possible for so many
new students to be here, and we
have the largest freshman class

in history! The weather has been
beautiful, our campus is covered in
shady trees and colorful flowers,
and the school has given us all free
lawn chairs to enjoy this even more
fully. The Port is open and we now
have five masses a day!
Personally, I know that one of
my own worst qualities is that I
like to complain. And, if we’re
being honest, there’s a lot to
complain about this semester. But
there are also many blessings and
causes for joy! And we have the
choice to define our attitudes. I
know I’m no shining role model in
this department, but maybe we can
all work toward this together this
semester.
That’s definitely what we’ll
all be trying to do over here at
the Troubadour; this paper will
not become the Coronavirus
Chronicles. I want us to feature the
best aspects of student life — even
if masked and socially distanced
— and not the worst ones.
So keep all this in mind this
semester. Remember that the
administration is working for
you, not against you. Remember
that counseling at the Wellness
Center is always available if you
are struggling. And remember
that no matter how much your
circumstances may change, God
never does.

The deadline for letters to the editor, opinion articles and announcements each
week is Friday by 8 p.m. They can be emailed to
troub@franciscan.edu.

WORD OF THE
DAY
Squib: (verb)
to utter, write, or
publish, a satirical or
sarcastic attack

Pivonka’s response to abortion comedy
‘Unpregnant’ published in USA Today
The Rev. Dave Pivonka, TOR, university president, and Franciscan alumna Maureen
Ferguson wrote an opinion piece on the controversial film that was published on the news
site Sept. 3. Entitled “Hey HBO, Abortion Isn’t a Joke,” the piece is both a critique and a call
to action. Read the full article online at USA Today.
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Q: What did you miss most about
Franciscan?

Licentiate in Sacred Theology
of Marriage and Family
Doctorate in Sacred Theology with
Specialization in Marriage and Family

A: Definitely the subtle and even
mundane moments of just getting to
see people in passing and living in
community!
--Patricia Burke, Junior
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Read more at

TroubOnline.com
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Human sexuality symposium

Human Sexuality Symposium inspires students across campus

Sister encourages glorification
of God through love of body,
advocates self-acceptance
Theresa Balick
Staff Writer

Photo by Elena Mirus
This year’s symposium features well-known speakers Matt Fradd, Everett Fritz and Kelsey Skoch. Fritz and Skoch
co-authored the recent book “Uncompromising Purity.”
The symposium began August 30 with Fritz’s talk, “Reclaiming the sacred nature of sex in a culture that worships
lust.” August 31, Skoch spoke on “Pursuing your vocation in freedom.” Also August 31, Fritz gave a talk for men
and Skoch a talk for women on how to live the virtue of chastity. Sept. 6, Sr. M. Consolata Crews, FSGM, gave the
talk “Glorify God in your body.” Sept. 7, Matt Fradd spoke on overcoming pornography and living a beautiful life.
The symposium is set to continue with a panel discussion with St. Andre and Matthew Breuninger on Sept. 13 and
14, respectively.

A religious sister explained
how to use the body and its
gifts to glorify God in a talk
Sunday to students who pushed
the Gentile Gallery’s restricted
capacity to its limit.
Sister Consolata Crews,
FSGM, who works for the
Office of Evangelization in the
Diocese of Springfield, gave
a talk on the different ways a
person can use his or her bodily
talents, such as dance or sports,
to glorify God.
She said that when a person
does something that he or she
loves, it glorifies God because
it is an outward expression of
his love.
“What is something that
you’re passionate about that
you love?” Crews asked the
students. “With your gifts and
your talents, you can glorify

God because it’s expressing the
internal through the external.”
Crews also quoted Saint
Paul’s letter to the Corinthians
about the importance of the
body as a temple of the Holy
Spirit and how a person’s
perception of his or her body
can affect how that person
loves God.
“We
start
to
nitpick
ourselves,” Crews said. “So,
‘you must know that your body
is a temple of the Holy Spirit
who is within, the spirit you
have received from God.’”
Crews challenged students
to change the way they view
themselves,
stressing
the
importance of recognizing
how God sees each person as
opposed to how each person
views him or herself.
 Please see “Glorify”
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Chastity speaker addresses importance of chastity, being made for love
Theresa Balick
Staff Writer
A
Catholic
evangelist
discussed chastity’s importance
in relationships and the reasons
why it is such a difficult virtue
to practice in a talk Sunday
evening, which was filled with
dozens of students who pushed
the Gentile Gallery to its
restricted capacity limit.
Franciscan graduate and
youth minister Everett Fritz
addressed
common
issues

with sex in today’s culture
and stressed the importance
of keeping the correct context
of sex. He shared a story of
when his wife commented that
sex outside of the context of
marriage makes no sense.
“If we’re taking (sex) out
of its proper context, we’re
actually communicating to (our
significant other) a falsehood
about God’s love,” Fritz said.
Contrary to the secular
mindset of sex, Fritz told
students that while the road to
chastity is difficult, and even

though important figures in
the Bible have failed, there are
ways to recognize and combat
lustful thoughts.
“God
creates
us,
St.
Augustine said, with about
four different faculties: the
intellect, the will, the emotions,
the passions,” Fritz said. “Your
intellect saves your emotions
from controlling you. And so
one of the first things you must
do … (is) form your intellect
better.”
Fritz also stressed the
importance of the self-giving

Matt Fradd spoke Monday,
Sept. 7th
Make sure to check out the Troubadour’s
interview with Matt Fradd in the next
issue! Coming out September 24th!

Speaker shares tools for habitual purity
Bethany Doudna
Staff Writer
A FOCUS missionary and
renowned speaker gave a talk to
Franciscan University women
on how to live sexual purity
Monday in the Gentile Gallery.
Kelsey Skoch, guest speaker
for the Gift of Human Sexuality
Symposium, addressed how
women can face the issues
surrounding purity in a talk
entitled
“Uncompromising
Purity.”
“There is so much shame in
our world, of women struggling
with (purity),” said Skoch. “But
no one is talking about it.”
Skoch shared several pieces
of advice drawn from the recent
book she wrote with Everett
Fritz called “Uncompromising
Purity: It’s Not Just a ‘Guy’
Problem”.
These
included
identifying and monitoring

personal triggers, establishing
accountability with a trusted
friend and seeking spiritual
direction.
Skoch
emphasized
the
importance of bringing these
matters into one’s prayer life,
despite shame, fear or anger.
Skoch said the chemical
processes of the brain respond
to impure addictive behaviors,
creating an artificial dopamine
and oxytocin dependency in the
user that exercises a disturbing
amount of control over one’s
life.
Skoch said there is a rising
percentage of women who report
addictions to pornography and
masturbation. The pornography
market is “focused on women
now much more than ever,” she
said.
The talk drew around 40
students, many of whom stayed
afterwards to ask questions in

person or anonymously via
Facebook.
“I thought it was really
good that (Skoch) brought this
issue out into the open,” said a
student, who prefers to remain
anonymous.
“That’s my goal,” said
Skoch, “to share the truth and
punch the devil in the face.”
Skoch has been working
with the FOCUS missionaries
for eight years and has been
concentrating on women’s
purity outreach for six years.
She found her call in this area
during her own struggle and
return to the fullness of the
Catholic Church.
Copies of “Uncompromising
Purity: It’s Not Just a ‘Guy’
Problem” were available for
purchase, and can also be
found on Skoch’s website.

aspect of love and sex.
“Man does not fully find
himself except by making a
sincere gift of self,” Fritz said.
“Every human person desires
one thing … and that’s love
… to make a sincere gift of
yourself, to will the good of
another.”
Fritz ended his talk with
words of encouragement for
those who have entered into
sexual relations, reminding the
crowd that losing virginity does
not disqualify a person from
practicing chastity.

“Jesus says, ‘Behold, I make
all things new,’” Fritz said.
“At the end of the day, you
are absolutely able to be made
whole.”
Fritz is the founder of St.
Andrew ministries, which is
devoted to teaching youth the
Catholic faith.
Fritz’s talk was sponsored
by Franciscan Life as part
of Franciscan University of
Steubenville’s annual Gift of
Human Sexuality Symposium.

Speaker provides tips for
vocational discernment,
dispelling fear
Theresa Balick
Staff Writer

A Catholic speaker gave tips
for both men and women who
are actively pursuing vocations,
particularly
to
marriage,
encouraging students to have
confidence
in
discernment
during her second talk of the
day, Monday evening in the
Gentile Gallery.
Kelsey Skoch, international
speaker and veteran FOCUS
missionary, addressed about
30 students on discernment as
a continuation of the Gift of
Human Sexuality Symposium.
She encouraged students to find
peace in the vocation that God
has in store.
“If you have a fear about
your vocation, it’s not your
current vocation,” Skoch said.
“When (God) calls you to your
vocation, there’s going to be
immense joy.”
Skoch provided three keys as
a baseline for what to consider
when discerning. The keys –
the fact that discernment is on
God’s timeline, the importance
of getting to know the Father
and the effort to intentionally
pursue the vocation – all play
an important role in discovering
what God has in store for each
person.
Skoch focused in particular
on the third key, the intentional

pursuit of a vocation, when
giving tips for those discerning
marriage when dating.
“Say ‘Do you want to go on a
date with me?’” Skoch advised
the male students. “Be very
clear what your intention is and
your expectation.”
Skoch also warned students
against assuming anything about
couples, such as assuming that a
guy and girl talking one-on-one
are dating, saying that this only
feeds into the pressure of the
dating culture.
“We get so frustrated with the
dating culture, and then we’re
the ones cultivating it,” Skoch
said.
In
addition,
Skoch
emphasized the importance of
personal growth, reassuring
that it is OK not to date while
in college if a student needs to
work on him or herself.
“If you don’t feel called to
date, don’t feel like you have to
justify it to anyone,” Skoch said,
“but be doing the work behind
the scenes.”
Sophomore
Maryanne
Macdonald was particularly
touched by Skoch’s tip to get
to know God before and while
pursuing a vocation.
“I feel like we all forgot
this and need the reminder!”
Macdonald said.
Skoch’s talk was sponsored
by Franciscan Life.
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Spotlight on Steubenville:
Question of the Week: Should kids and Fun facts, flowers and
teens learn world religions in school? helpful charities
AmyLynn Miller

For: The well-formed mind knows all cultures
Leo Schafer
Catholic Values Columnist
The premise we are discussing
today seems to have an obvious
solution.
Education, after all, is intended
to be the communication of truth,
and other religions — Islam, Judaism and Protestant denominations
— are untrue. Why, then, should
impressionable children be taught
about other religions? All that
would seem to do is cause them
to question the truth of Christ and
stray from the Gospel.
And does the Gospel not tell us
that “whoever causes one of these
little ones who believe in Me to
stumble, it would be better for him
to have a heavy millstone hung
around his neck, and to be drowned
in the depth of the sea?”
What possible benefit could be
borne from the support of this proposal?
Consider the statement at hand.
“Children should be taught about
other religion in schools” is not
a statement of proselytization or
evangelization, but one of education. Being “taught about” strictly
means that children will be told
that other religions exist.

This brings us to the foundation
of the matter. The core of what we
are considering, perhaps, is not a
question of religion, but one of culture and how culture is taught.
As Christians, we are called
to evangelize, to go out to all nations and baptize. How can we be
prepared to do this when the only
religion, the only culture we are exposed to during our most formative
years is our own?
Yes, learning Plato, Aristotle, Augustine, and the other great
thinkers of our tradition is wholly
beneficial to our greater formation.
But how much greater would it be
to aid in our call to evangelization to read Al-Ghazzali, Dawkins,
Gödel and Kierkegaard?
To read our ‘opposition’ through
a Catholic lens, to learn about foreign traditions and cultures in order
to more adequately carry out our
calling to evangelization is not a
bad thing, and is, in fact something
that should be required of us.
That is not to say, however, that
there are drawbacks and downsides.
Yes, teachers who believe in a
more universalist philosophy may
take all the good that we intend and
flip it on its head, instilling their
poisonous beliefs into Catholic

children. That is to be avoided at
any cost, so the conditions for this
should be struck, and the dangerous notion of “teaching about other
religions in schools” should be
abandoned.
Or should it? Teachers who believe that abortion is a human right
may instill their poisonous beliefs
on children, so biology and embryology should not be taught. More
aptly, teachers who believe (insert heresy here) may instill their
poison into children so theology
should not be taught.
So it goes for any subject. Some
teachers believe false teaching “x”,
so subject “y” should not be taught.
The very suggestion is preposterous. This debilitating fear of lies
is valid — one who loves the truth
by definition hates lies — but we
cannot let this fear prevent us from
greater things.
Yes, a bad “world cultures”
teacher can corrupt. But so can a
bad theology teacher, chemistry
teacher or even a business teacher.
It is wholly beneficial to the
Christian life to be exposed to other
religions and schools of thought in
order to be better prepared to serve
the universal calling bestowed on
us all, to evangelize all nations.

Staff Writer
Did you know that Baron von
Steuben, for whom the town of Steubenville was named, never actually set
foot on the grounds where the town
was built?
Did you know that Steubenville has
over twenty murals around the downtown area?
Did you know that the Steubenville
Nutcracker Village is the largest collection of life-sized nutcrackers in the
world?
Welcome to Spotlight on Steubenville, a place where I am delighted and
excited to bring to light some of the
interesting and good things about the
town we live in!
Despite being our own little “city
on the hill,” Franciscan University of
Steubenville is still very much a part
of the Steubenville community, thus,
the “of Steubenville” at the end of the
University’s name.
I know it may not feel like it here
on the edge of the town, especially if
you live on campus or if you (like me)
do not have a car to go adventuring
about the city, but most of our year is
spent in Steubenville.
There’s some negative rap about

the city of Steubenville that you’ve
probably heard, no matter your grade
— negative opinions or even just criticisms we’ve heard about the city that
get repeated and circulated.
However, I’m a big believer in the
power of optimism and choosing to see
the best in things. Especially if I have
little to no experience of something,
I want to choose not to dwell on the
negative things I have heard about it
but to seek out the best things about it.
My hope is that this column will
open our minds to all the things that are
good about this city we are a part of.
 Please see “Spotlight”
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Against: Religious formation belongs
to parents and faith, not school boards
Tabitha Silva
Staff Writer
Adding
world
religion
classes in public schools sounds
appealing: educating children
about other religions would aid
them in becoming more diverse. It
could help students understand the
literature of the Bible.
However, most writings on
the subject opt for adding world
religion classes in public schools
while not embracing the concept
of faith. As a Catholic, the answer
to whether public schools should
teach world religion classes is
a firm no and here are just a few
reasons why.
Firstly, it is a parent’s duty to
teach children matters of religion
and faith.
As it states in the Catechism of
the Catholic Church, “Parents must
regard their children as children of
God and respect them as human
persons. Showing themselves
obedient to the will of the father in
heaven, they educate their children
to fulfill God’s law.”
The upbringing of children
should be centrally focused on
educating in matters of the faith.
Allowing for the public
education system to teach children
about religion gives the school
district a leading role in the
foundation of religious beliefs
that a child receives when that is
certainly the place of the parents.
In turn, many parents can find it to

no longer be their primal duty, but
the school’s and the church’s job to
educate their children on matters of
the faith.
Secondly, there is no guarantee
that the information a child would
obtain would be accurate.
With world religion taught in
public schools, each individual
school district would be allowed to
choose the material used to educate
the children.
This means that children would
be subjected to a mass amount of
material that was chosen for them
by people who potentially do not
have the proper education or full
understanding of what will be
taught.
In addition, the curriculum
would be picked by the political
committee of the school board.
This school board can choose
which religions are taught and
which are not, much like history
figures and events.
Let it come to no surprise
that in this Protestant nation we
live in, Catholicism is likely
to be overlooked or placed in
the transcendent category with
Judaism and Islam.
Finally, the idea behind
teaching children world religions
would be to bring about a greater
understanding of the culture of
others. Many articles written in
favor of this have stated that the
best way to teach children about
religion would be to separate the
education of religion from the
concept of faith.

The error in these statements
lies in the fact that faith is an act of
obedience, according to the second
Vatican Council. This is not the
blind faith that many secularists
believe it to be.
Yet to expect children to
understand the distinction between
religion and faith and then to
separate the two would result in
religion taking a strictly secular
view.
We are risking putting God in
a box to compete with the purely
divine nature of pantheism or
the radical freedom that exists in
atheism.
By separating faith and religion,
children will be taught that all
religions are equal and just another
choice some people make to live
by, as though it were the choice to
eat healthy or smoke.
As Catholics we are called to
faith and obedience by committing
ourselves fully to God through
tradition and scripture.
Although there is no objection
to being properly educated in world
religions, there is the requirement
that we should all demand that
Catholicism and all other religions
be taught to the very depths of
what they are and to the reasonable
person.
In “Ut Unum Sint,” St. John
Paul writes, “In matters of faith,
compromise is in contradiction
with God who is Truth.”
Sincerely,
A Catholic parent

Catholic Values Column
The necessity of proper dress:
Giving due respect to the liturgy
Leo Schafer
Catholic Values Columnist
I think that casual dress should
be banned at the Mass. Such a simple proposition elicits such a vehement reaction from most, if not all,
people it is shared with.
Until quite recently, I would
share in that fury. I habitually wore
olive green cargo shorts to every
occasion, be it a Mass, a pool party
or Thursday bowling night with
“the bros.”
Why, then, should formal dress
be required, or at least recommended, for liturgy?
Ever since the Second Vatican
Council, the Mass in the United
States, along with society in general, has steadily and intentionally
moved from a formal occasion to a
“family meal,” provoking at most a
polo shirt and pants with a belt, but
more often just whatever is on top
of the dresser.
To understand why this is a
dangerous notion, and why we as
a Church should move away from
this notion of casual dress, we
must first examine what the Mass
truly is, and what tribute is due to
an event of its station.
The Mass, according to Church
Tradition, is simply the Sacrifice
of Calvary, in which our Lord was
stricken with our sins and hung on
a wooden cross until dead as sacrifice for our transgressions.
We believe that the holy Mass
is not merely a repeat or symbolic
playback of that sacrifice, but that

every Mass is literally and physically taken back to the day of the
passion to share in that sacrifice.
This notion alone — that at
every Mass we are quite literally present at our salvation with
St. John and the Blessed Mother
— should floor us. But the fact
that, during that sacrifice, we get
to receive that same sacrifice in
the most physical, intimate way,
should be humbling beyond belief.
These core facts of the Mass
seem lost on much of the general
population of the Church, however. Indeed, recent polling conducted by Pew Research shows
that nearly half of all Catholics
do not believe, in some form or
another, that the Eucharist is truly
the body, blood, soul, and divinity of our Lord Jesus Christ, and
two-thirds of Catholics in America

self-profess to church attendance
“less than weekly.”
But how does this tie back to
formal dress?
Why do we dress up for weddings? Why do we dress up for
funerals? Why do we dress up for
important job interviews, graduations and awards ceremonies?
Because we recognize that these
are all special occasions. And we
recognize that these occasions
are worth going out of our way to
show that they are special.
How much more, then, should
we recognize the importance of the
Sacrifice of Calvary?
When we show up to Christ the
King Chapel (or, more aptly for
today’s purposes, the fieldhouse)
in cargo shorts and a flannel (a
wardrobe that I have worn to Mass
on more than one occasion), what
are we signaling to ourselves and
outsiders? That the Mass is the holiest Christian experience imaginable, the source and summit of our
lives? Or that it is something that
we “get over with” in order to continue with our day?
In all of this, I am not saying
that every Mass should be full of
people in full length ball gowns
and tuxedos. But they also should
not be full of shorts and T-shirts.
The Mass is a sacred occasion.
What we wear and how we act
should reflect that. If it does not
belong at the foot of the cross, why
do we think that it could belong at
the Mass?

Critic’s Corner

‘Scarlet and the Black’ review
Sarah Wandor

Critic’s Corner Columnist
“Scarlet and the Black,” made
in 1983, follows a true story
about a monsignor named Hugh
O’Flaherty, who works in the
Vatican during the Nazi occupation in World War II. It tells of his
struggle to save Jews and allied
prisoners of war and hide them in
Rome.
O’Flaherty forms an organization comprised mainly of Italian
civilians and fellow priests who
help him in his mission to save
the persecuted before they are
captured by the Gestapo.
O’Flaherty faces many issues
along the way and not just the
Gestapo. He needs the money to
provide the basic needs of the men
such as food and clothing. By the
time the Allied forces arrive in
Rome, O’Flaherty and his organization are responsible for saving
6,500 Allied soldiers and Jews.
Unlike many films made today
that are only loosely based on a
true story, “Scarlet and the Black”
stays very true to what actually
happened.
The makers of the film did
their research and include aspects
of O’Flaherty’s past, such as his
anti-British sentiments, founded
in the way Catholics were treated
in Ireland. The filmmakers found
an incredible story and sought to
tell it without adding in, taking
out or portraying the people in an
uncharacteristic way.
The scriptwriting reflects this
brilliantly throughout the film.
Each person is introduced in a
way that reflects a bit of their personality. O’Flaherty is first seen
teaching a young man how to
box, displaying his fighting spirit

which is a key factor in the film as
he strives to protect those who are
in danger within Rome.
From the beginning, Colonel
Kappler is shown to be ambitious
and arrogant and Pope Pius XII is
shown as someone who is not easily fooled.
However, the pope is also the
only person who is not portrayed
completely accurately as a result
of the false information that was
being widely spread at the time of
the film’s making, which to some
degree persists today.
The writing also displays a
tension that can almost be felt
from the beginning very well. The
opening scene sets the stage with
a meeting between Kappler and
the pope, in which Kappler suggests a white line be painted to
demarcate Vatican territory.
The writing and acting for this
scene is such that it presents the
rising tension between the Nazis
and the Vatican, with the pope underhandedly yet blatantly letting
the Nazis know they can’t fool
him.
 Please see “Critic’s”
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NEws
New year, new name for Women’s Ministry
Jen Hantz
Staff Writer

Photo by Elena Mirus
Students join Fr. Dave for a rosary walk around camous on Thursday.

Nightly rosary walk cultivates
faith in midst of uncertainty
Francesco Pinque
Staff Writer
On Friday night, Aug. 28, in the
middle of drizzling rain and flashes
of lightning, students gathered in
the Rosary Circle to begin a rosary
walk through campus, continuing a
Franciscan University of Steubenville
tradition just established at the
beginning of the fall 2020 semester.
At 9 p.m., Resident Assistant
Lane Tschirhart started the Apostles’
Creed, and all the students prayed
the Sorrowful Mysteries in unison
as they walked past Antonian Hall
and made a circle around campus,
returning to the Rosary Circle for the
concluding prayers.
“These are the moments where we
need to have the same dependency
that our Lady had, and it’s very
beautiful to see everyone on campus
come out and pray with that faith,”
said Tschirhart.
That faith and dependency in
the midst of uncertainty, especially
with the COVID-19 pandemic, is
the theme of the rosary walk. The
Rev. Dave Pivonka, TOR, university
president, emphasized that theme
on Monday, Aug. 24, the first night
of the rosary walk. He encouraged
students to entrust the success of the
semester to the Blessed Mother and
her intercession.
“We will have a procession
around the campus asking the
intercession of our Lady to watch

over our community, protect us and
lead us closer to her son, Jesus,”
said Pivonka in an Instagram post a
couple hours before he appeared in
person on Sunday.
When asked how the idea for
a rosary walk came about, Gabriel
Salamida, coordinator of household
life, said, “Honestly, it was all Father
Dave’s idea.”
Salamida said that Pivonka
wanted to have various households
lead the rosary on weekdays and
resident assistants lead it on weekends
to ensure that there will always be
someone praying every night for the
rest of the semester.
Students who participated in the
rosary walks throughout the first
week displayed enthusiasm for this
new idea and its implementation into
campus life.
“It’s just so amazing that the
university has set this up,” said
sophomore Elijah Kim. “It’s beautiful
to walk around the campus with the
community, lifting up our prayers and
intentions to Our Lady.”
Junior
Elizabeth
Williams
affirmed Kim’s sentiment.
“It was so great to come together
as a campus and pray the rosary
alongside Father Dave and the friars,”
said Williams. “It’s been really
inspiring to see students gathering
every night, come rain or shine, to
pray together as a community.”
The rosary walks will continue
every night at 9 p.m. for the rest of
the semester.

Franciscan University of
Steubenville’s Women’s Ministry
emitted a new energy in the
Piazza de Sancti before revealing
their new name — The Well —
as well as their core team for the
semester, Thursday, Sept. 3 at 8
p.m.
Under the string lights circling
the Piazza, the young ladies of
campus mingled and enjoyed
snacks and drinks as music
pumped from the speakers.
In between games that allowed
the women to safely socialize,
Lauren Gothard, the new head of
the Women’s Ministry core team,
Photo by Elena Mirus
announced the new members of Women gathered in the piazza for the Women’s Ministry reveal party.
the core team as each introduced
herself.
After the first game, Gothard of sisters we just need to come him … we have people who want
to do that with you,” said Gothard.
revealed the new name for together and share in that.”
After another game, sophomore
By the end of the night, the
Women’s Ministry, The Well,
Francesca
Alberti
said,
“I
think
we
entire
core team had introduced
which is based on the story of the
all need to live in more freedom themselves, given their testimonies
woman at the well in John 4.
Senior Victoria Hamilton, the and have more joy. … Especially as and encouraged the women to sign
student head of Women’s Ministry, women, we should be encouraging up for a small group.
Attendees had positive feedback
said she could relate to the woman each other always and we shouldn’t
be comparing ourselves to each for The Well’s first event.
at the well and her neediness.
Freshman Angelina Toole said,
“I’ve learned to grow in that other.”
The Well will have bimonthly “Women’s Ministry knows how
vulnerability and sharing my needs
meetings as in previous years, to have an inviting community for
with Him.”
Following
Hamilton, but there will be more focus on anyone at the university.”
Freshman Kayla Myers said, “I
sophomore
Caroline
Picard discipleship small groups, led by
addressed the crowd and said, each of the core team members, liked the testimonies. … Sometimes
girls get stuck with comparison but
“If Mother Teresa has taught Gothard said.
“If you want to walk with we’re here to just be a community
me anything about her life, it’s
surrender everything. … We are somebody into knowing who you and find joy in Jesus and just bring
The Well and as a community are, knowing who Jesus is and it to other people.”
knowing how to live your life for

Comedy ‘Jacob’s Letter’ performs in spite of COVID regulations

First Festival of Praise
revives students, encourages
hope within culture
Jen Hantz
Staff Writer

“(Festivals of Praise) can’t
be the same after this,” said
the keynote speaker of the first
Festival of Praise (FOP) of the
school year to students packed
in Finnegan Fieldhouse at 7 p.m.
on Saturday, Aug, 29.
Catholic
speaker
Brian
Greenfield said the Church has
a unique opportunity to evangelize in a world starving for truth
and hope in the midst of social
unrest. Greenfield said that the
FOPs need to strengthen the students to go out and be the light
of the Church that shines in the
world.
“You guys were made for
this moment,” Greenfield said.
“There’s the world, for the first
time, that’s open to receiving the
word of truth.”
According to Greenfield, this
is the Church’s time “to be what
it is” and step into the cracks of
a broken culture to be a ray of
hope.
“We’re what the culture is
looking for,” Greenfield said.
“They just don’t know it yet.”
Greenfield described the recent social unrest that divided
the nation as “the devil is dancing in the middle.” He said the

culture is continually feeding the
world “a consistent diet of death
and destruction,” which ultimately reflected back on itself
like a mirror.
Greenfield said, “God is calling us to truth and to courage.”
The truth challenges the faithful
to be courageous, said Greenfield, to be uncomfortable and to
choose the hard, unpopular path
that leads to the Lord.
“I’d rather be popular in front
of (God) than popular in front of
(the world),” he said. “I’m going
to go down the (hard path) because that’s where the Lord is.”
Students said they were inspired by Greenfield’s encouragement.
“I liked how he talked about
the Church filling in the cracks
of society and we are the foundation of the world, in a way,”
junior Liam Hughes said. “If
we’re really living out the Christian living, we’re going to go out
and fill people’s hearts with the
love of God.”
Junior Matt Muldoon said,
“The world’s looking for answers, but they neglect to look at
the correct answer and Christ on
the cross (even though they’ve
turned so many different ways).”
Following Greenfield’s talk,
the FOP continued with an hour
of praise, worship and adoration.

Photo by Elena Mirus
Despite rescheduling multiple times due to COVID-19 related regulations, quarantined actors and rainstorms, Franciscan University of Steubenville’s student theatre rallied over the weekend to perform a play written and directed by two of
its very own. “Jacob’s Letter” made its debut with four performances on the green behind Christ the King Chapel after just
a few weeks of rehearsals. The actors perfected their ability to project in various accents while wearing face shields. Director Matt Walker, senior, said, “We had no place to rehearse, we had very strict rehearsal conditions, so we were rehearsing
in parking lots on campus, ... and (on) any open lawn space we could find.” Sophomore Brigid Ambuul wrote “Jacob’s Letter” over the summer. Casting and early script work was done virtually before students came back to campus mid-August.
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Household festivities continue despite social distancing
Jen Hantz
Staff Writer
Student Life condensed the
typically weeklong festivities of
Household Life into one day Friday,
Sept. 4.
The day opened with the
household fair from 11 a.m. to 2
p.m. outside of the upper level of
the JC Williams Center and closed
with Household Life Mass and a
whipped cream pie competition on
the Finnegan Fieldhouse lawn.
During the household fair, blue
skies allowed for bright smiles to
swim by colorful tables dedicated
to each household’s charisms
while students walked around with
fists full of papers describing each
household.
Members of Ad Majorem Dei
Gloriam
household
(AMDG)
switched articles between different
tables,
encouraging
different
households to meet while regaining
their property.
“I think in both the fair and Mass
there was a vibrant energy present …
how energetic (all the households)
were with the new students and how
excited they were to tell everyone
about household,” said senior Mary

Rooney, a member of Metanoia et
Missa household.
At 4:45 p.m., household
members congregated on the
fieldhouse lawn and lined up with
their banners for Household Life
Mass.
The Rev. Jonathan McElhone,
TOR, celebrant, said in his homily,
“There’s something really good
about celebrating our household
life together … for the purpose of
ultimately aiming for heaven. It’s
not something we can do on our
own.”
“It’s got to be more than just
traditions,” he said. “We need to
be bringing people in and pursuing
each other.”
McElhone said prejudices can
hold people back from reaching out
to others, either because of their
differences or a fear of rejection.
“If Jesus did that to you, what
spot would we find ourselves in?”
McElhone said. “But we know
that’s not the God that we serve.
He’s constantly inviting us. … He
comes after us.”
McElhone said the new wine and
wine skins from the day’s Gospel
reading resembled Jesus and the
hearts of the students. Human hearts
need to expand, he said, but they

Photo by Elizabeth Wagner
At household fair, students visit a Guardians of the Divine Will’s table and
learn about their commitments.

do not when they harbor prejudice
towards others.
McElhone also highlighted St.
Rose of Viterbo, whose feast day is
Sept. 4. At the age of 3, Rose raised
her aunt from the dead by the power
of the Holy Spirit.
“If God can do that with a

3-year-old, then imagine what
he can do with us if we let him,”
McElhone said. “God wants to do
profound miracles this year.”
At the end of Mass, the Rev.
Dave Pivonka, TOR, said he felt
called by the Holy Spirit to say
God wanted to pour out the grace

of freedom to the student body. He
said each person should pray about
what the Holy Spirit was stirring
in his or her heart and then share it
with someone afterwards.
Gabe Salamida, head of
Household Life, took over the
mic and announced last year’s
household award winners.
Acceptance with Joy and Hounds
of Heaven won the St. Clare and
St. Francis Awards, respectively.
For the Steel Cross Award, Carae
Domini and Guardians of the
Divine Will were the female and
male household winners.
To replace the annual Household
Olympics, individual household
members competed for the $100
prize in just one game.
To win, one member of each
household had to find a piece of gum
in a plate of whipped cream and try
to blow a bubble without using his
or her hands. Representatives of
Disciples of the Word and Regina
Angelorum households won the
game.
Senior Jaymee Libetti said,
“It’s great that we can still have
Mass and still have a community
with household. Even though it’s
different, we still get to be with each
other.”
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University fall sports cancelled
Teresa Dulac
Sports Editor
As a new semester of school
begins in the midst of a global
pandemic, we begin to see the major
changes made to our usual busy
school schedules.
One of these major changes is
the absence and changes made to
the sports on Franciscan University
of Steubenville’s campus.
As the Presidents’ Athletic
Conference made the final
judgement call on sports this school
semester, the many student-athletes
of Franciscan looked with jealousy
at the university’s tennis and golf
teams, the only teams granted
permission to have their usual
season.
But a week into the semester,
the PAC switched it up again and
canceled all sports, including the
“low-contact” sports like tennis
and golf. The final changes made
to the sports at Franciscan said that
all sports, high-contact and lowcontact, were canceled until January
for the safety of all student-athletes.
The PAC looked to the National
Collegiate Athletic Association for
guidance in their decision making,
and even though it was difficult,
based their decisions on the safety
of the students and faculty members.
But these changes to sports have
not kept our student-athletes from
practicing, even if the practices are
less frequent and full of COVID-19
restrictions.
“Nobody’s going to be

competing, but everybody can
practice,” said women’s lacrosse
coach Maura Carapellotti. “We
used to have designated seasons,
like a number of weeks to practice,
but now we have a total number of
days.”
The practices held by sport teams
will have to be socially distanced,
and athletes must wear masks
when not exerting themselves. This
cancels out scrimmages and highcontact drills for the sport teams.
Carapellotti said that it was
disappointing that teams could
not compete, but that it was an
opportunity for athletes to work on
individual skill and transition work.
“Because we have to socially
distance in practice, we can’t
scrimmage, we can look at what
skills we can improve in, and just
building those relationships as a
team,” said Carapellotti.
Because
the
COVID-19
situation is so unpredictable,
Carapellotti said that Franciscan is
simply taking it day by day, and that
the state of Franciscan sports could
change by the 2021 spring semester.
Even though Franciscan has
been deprived of its varsity sports,
the intramurals have made changes
to keep the competition going.
Intramural Coordinator Kelly
Herrmann said that her team is
working hard to keep the intramurals
going so that the semester can have
some sense of its usual normalcy.
“We basically had to do a
complete wholesale change on
our intramural program,” said

Herrmann, “because we’ve never
had to care about social distancing
or virus transmission before. So, we
had to look at our sports and say,
‘Can we safely play these sports.’
And the answer was no, across the
board. … So, we looked at what
other sports we could safely play.”
The new sports introduced
to the intramural program this
semester are 2 on 2 sand volleyball,
badminton,
softball,
kickball,
cornhole and soccer-tennis.
Even though these new sports
introduced are low contact and will
be played outside, there will still be
restrictions.
“We won’t share equipment,
and we’re going to demand that
the participants, when they are not
playing, have masks on, unless
they can maintain a clear 6-foot
distance,” said Herrmann.
“We’re going to require that of
the fans too,” said Herrmann. “This
will be a little challenging, but we
will make it clear that if we want
intramurals to continue, we have
to go about this in a safe manner,
because the other option is to not
have intramurals, and no one wants
that.”
Herrmann said that this is an
opportunity to bring back sports that
used to be played in the intramural
program, like badminton and tennis,
and hopes that the reintroduction
of these sports will continue “even
when we go back to our old normal.”
 Please see “Cancelled”
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University president meets with students
at inaugural town hall meeting
Veronica Novotny
Assistant Editor

The Rev. Dave Pivonka,
TOR, met with several dozen
students to discuss all aspects
of university life – ranging from
spiritual life, mental health and
COVID precautions – in a town
hall meeting Wednesday, Sept.
2 at 8:30 p.m.
Pivonka started the night
by dispelling rumors that the
health department has authority
to shut down the university.
“My interaction with the
county health has been, in fact,
somebody has come up to me
and shared to me that they have
no desire to shut down the
university,” Pivonka said.
Pivonka quoted Anthony
Fauci, director of the National
Institute of Allergy and
Infectious Disease, as saying in
a press conference Wednesday,
“Don’t send them home.”
Pivonka
said,
“Several
people have asked me (if) we
have a threshold number, if
we gave this many (positive
COVID) cases. No, we just
don’t.”
Additionally,
Pivonka
said the university wants to
quarantine as few people as
possible over the course of the
semester.
“Quarantine … is not a
healthy environment,” Pivonka
said. “Unfortunately, with
mental illness, we just don’t
give it the attentiveness we
need to.”
According to Pivonka, the
TOR friars meet biweekly to
discuss how best to serve their

Photo by Elizabeth Wagner
Fr. Dave provides insightful information
on the university’s COVID plan.

students’ spiritual, mental and
emotional health during a time
when isolation has become
increasingly more common.
In addition to COVIDrelated issues, the town hall also
addressed campus’s new degree
programs, larger development
plans and growing devotion to
the traditional Latin Mass.
“We really want to be able
to make sure all of our students
(are) cared for, spiritually and
physically,” Pivonka said.
Pivonka mentioned former
plans of the construction of a
new chapel and said, “It’s not
the priority of the university
right now.”
Instead, Pivonka mentioned
plans for increased financial
aid and a new academic
building to accommodate the

expansion of the university’s
academic offerings, including
a
bachelor’s
degree
in
engineering set to commence
in 2021.
One of their campaign
promises, the town hall
meeting
was
hosted
by
Student Government President
Athanasius Sirilla and and Vice
President Clement Harrold,
and David Schmiesing, vice
president of student life, was
also in attendance to answer
questions.
Pivonka thanked both FUSG
for hosting the event and the
students for attending.
The more we communicate,
the more we work together,
the more we ask questions, the
more we discuss – things turn
out better,” Pivonka said. “I
could be watching a baseball
game but that’s OK. I’d rather
be here with you guys.”
After answering questions
prepared by FUSG, Pivonka
took additional questions from
the audience and remained to
meet personally with students
after the meeting adjourned.
Freshman Hope Graham said
she got more than she expected
out of the meeting.
“The reason I came is
because I really wanted a
chance to meet Father Dave,”
Graham said.
However, she said she was
encouraged
by
Pivonka’s
hopefulness that students will
remain on campus through the
end of the semester.
“Oh my gosh, we really
could get to stay here,” she
said.

FUSG swears in new senators,
introduces new chaplain
Edyta Wolk
Editor-in-Chief
Franciscan University
Student Government swore
in five newly-elected senators at its meeting Wednesday, three representing the
senior class and two representing the freshmen.
The new senators were
voted in by students in
their respective classes
through an election held
via Blackboard on Tuesday. They were: Mary
Ann Cortese, senior; David Hahn, senior; Jacob
Schmiesing, senior; Maggie Cavanaugh, freshman;
and Chris Simon, freshman.

FUSG also welcomed
the Rev. Nathan Malavolti,
TOR, as its new chaplain.
Vice President Clement
Harrold said that having
an official chaplain was a
first for the organization.
Malavolti gave a brief
speech to the government on the importance
of words. Drawing from
James Chapter 3, he
warned against the dangers of gossip and malicious speech, urging the
students to use their positions of influence to build
up rather than tear down.
During the meeting,
Harrold and President
Athanasius Sirilla, in their
addresses to the senate,

recapped some of the student government’s current
and upcoming projects
– a weekly Bible study
for FUSG members and
Wednesday night’s town
hall meeting with the Rev.
Dave Pivonka, TOR, university president.
The senate passed Fall
Bill
10
unanimously,
which reimbursed Secretary Ellie McCarty $29.40
for the purchase of 20
binders.
Justice Aidan Howard
was marked absent, unexcused, from the meeting.
FUSG will next meet
Wednesday, Sept. 9, at 11
a.m. in the seminar room
of the St. Joseph’s Center.

Sports Column:
The absence of sports
Teresa Dulac
Sports Editor
After six months of spring
break, it’s refreshing to start a new
semester of school.
But even coming back to
school hasn’t allowed us to escape COVID-19 restrictions. One
of these restrictions has been the
absence of sports, and for many
student-athletes, this is a devastating blow.
The absence of sports on our
college campus may affect the
mental health of student-athletes.
There are many reasons for this
theory, for even though sport
teams are still practicing, practices
are much fewer and there is no
competition.
Add this to the preexisting overload of COVID-19 restrictions in
everyday life and this is a cause for
concern.
Sports become part of studentathletes’ daily schedule and part of
their social life. Sports teams are
practicing less and are required
to wear masks and social distance
while together, which puts restraint
on a team community.
For many student-athletes,
practices and games are a way
to de-stress. With the pressure of
school and classes, and the added
strain of COVID-19, athletes need
that time away to decompress.

But with the welcome break
that playing sports creates taken
away, athletes find themselves
looking elsewhere to unwind.
Being an athlete can give a
sense of purpose to a person, as
for many student-athletes playing
a sport becomes a big part of their
lives.
Being used to giving time to a
sport and then having it taken away
can leave some people feeling like
something is missing, and leave
them purposeless. This feeling of
purposelessness is a common reason that many people fall into depression.
 Please see “Sports”
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News Briefs
Leo Schafer
Catholic Values Columnist

National
US tops 6 million COVID-19 cases
Amid a return to school for much of the country, confirmed cases
of COVID-19 in the United States surpassed 6 million, with 183,000
deaths, on Aug. 31. By Sept. 6, these numbers had already increased
to 6.26 million cases and 188,000 deaths. This coincides with new
information about the virus released by both the CDC and the British
BMJ. The CDC report suggests that only 6% of coronavirus deaths in
the U.S. are due solely to the virus, with the remaining 94% having
some other corroborating factor. The study also proffers that three in
four of all Americans have some form of corroborating factor. The
study released by the BMJ reassures parents that school-aged children
have a “tiny” risk of serious debilitation from COVID-19.
‘Black Panther’ dies, aged 43
Actor Chadwick Boseman, known for his roles in Marvel
blockbuster “Black Panther,” Jackie Robinson biopic “42” and Spike
Lee’s “Da 5 Bloods,” passed away Aug. 28 from colon cancer, aged
43. Tributes poured in on social media from friends and fans over the
weekend. Highlighted by most was the fact that Boseman hid his 2016
diagnosis. Since that time, he has performed starring or supporting roles
in nine feature films which have earned over $7.5 billion at the box
office. What is confirmed to be Boseman’s final film role, “Ma Rainey’s
Black Bottom,” has been delayed indefinitely.
US brokers UAE-Israel peace
For the first time, a state of peace exists between the United Arab
Emirates and the state of Israel. On Aug. 13, it was announced that
there existed a preliminary agreement, brokered by U.S. President
Donald Trump’s son-in-law Jared Kushner, between the two nations to
normalize relations and resolve the state of war that has existed between
them since the inception of the Israeli state. Most Muslim majority
countries do not recognize the existence of Israel. Contingent of the
current deal, the UAE becomes the first gulf state to recognize Israel,
and Israel will cease the annexation of some predominately Jewish
settlements on the West Bank. In a historic first, direct flights between
the two nations began Aug. 31, cutting a previously 24-hour journey
down to four. The U.S. has been strong allies with both states, and was
instrumental in the brokering of the deal. Several American officials
were passengers on the ceremonial first direct flight between the two
states.

International
Belarus protests extend into fifth week
Protests against Belarussian President Alexander Lukashenko
extended into their fifth week Sunday. The protests follow the Aug.
9 election where Lukashenko defeated his main challenger, political
newcomer Sviatlana Tsikhanouskaya, by an 80% to 10% margin.
However, the results were immediately challenged by the opposition
due to a lack of independent election overseers, sparking protests that
have lasted nearly a month. Tsikhanouskaya, who ran in place of her
husband, a jailed opposition leader, has fled to Lithuania with her
children, fearing for their safety. Russian President Vladimir Putin has
offered to send Russian Military Police to aid the Belarussian police in
the suppression of protestors. Mr. Lukashenko has been in power since
Belarus gained independence from the Soviet Union in 1991 and has
gained a reputation for ruling with an iron fist, with some calling him
“Europe’s last true dictator.”
 Please see “News Briefs”
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Continued from Front Page

“I think right now it’s time
for students to be more diligent,
maybe even more than they were
right when they came back,”
Schaefer said when asked about
what life on campus may look
like in the future. “There’s that
… internal thing where you see
your friends who you haven’t
seen since March, some of them
since December if they were in
Gaming.”
“We saw a lot of it when we
first got back and students are
hugging and just want to be
together. We totally get that, and
we want that too,” Schaefer said.
The university is closely
monitoring the number of cases
on campus and plans to use that
data to make decisions in the near
future, according to Schaefer.
“If we were cautious … and
so we got to the point where we
had a week or two go by without
any cases on campus, I think
we would relook at some of the
regulations that have been going
on and see where we’re at with
those,” Schaefer said.
“We might say OK, let’s give
it another week, or we might say
… you no longer have to wear
masks at this location or we can
now do larger events outside
because we’ve been able to slow
the spread so much.”
Schaefer
also
mentioned
the Coronavirus Dashboard on
Franciscan’s website, where
students can view regular updates
concerning COVID-19 statistics
on campus. So far, six residential
students have been positively
diagnosed, out of 208 that were
tested.
In regards to students’
motivation to keep following the
guidelines, Schaefer recognized
that “with college students,
they don’t always respond to a
motivator that is safety.”
“There are certain ones who
would,” said Schaefer. “But
for other students the biggest
motivation is to be with one
another. That continues to be
a motivation for a lot of us on
campus, to say, ‘If I got COVID,
I would be okay and it probably
wouldn’t be the end of my world.’
But at the same time, it could be
a more difficult situation for the
University.”
“If we’re all in this together

and saying, ‘Let’s do this, at the
very least … to stay with one
another on campus,’ I think that’s
not a bad thing,” he said.

Glorify

Continued from Page 3

“How consumed are you with the
effort and thought with how much
you weigh, what clothes you wear,
what people are thinking about you,
what you eat, what you don’t eat, is
it consuming you?” Crews said. “Or
… how much time do you give to
listening to the father in heaven and
how he sees your body and image
and who you are?”
Freshman Elizabeth Trossbach
particularly enjoyed how Crews
ended her talk, demonstrating to
students with a dance to the song
“Overwhelmed” by Big Daddy
Weave how the body can glorify
God and express his love.
“I could just picture the heavenly
father looking at her with so much
love,” Trossbach said.
Crews’s talk was a continuation
of the Gift of Human Sexuality
Symposium,
sponsored
by
Franciscan Life.

Spotlight

Continued from Page 4

One of the most beautiful things
I have found about Steubenville is
the Steubenville Flower Cooperative.
Started by Steubenville resident
Alex Renn in the summer of 2019,
the Cooperative’s goal is to educate
people about flowers and to encourage and help people to grow them in
their own yards.
The Cooperative hopes to build
a community around flower gardening and, in doing so, help make the
town of Steubenville a little more
beautiful.
“The main goal is to share our
love of growing things, and encourage other people to try it themselves,” Caitlin Renn, Alex’s wife,
said. “Gardens have an incredible
ability to build beauty and community (in) Steubenville, and we’re
hoping to encourage just that.”
communities who need it most
through the charity of your hearts.
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Continued from Page 4

This tension is not forgotten but
is skillfully carried out by the writing throughout the film as it comes
up again and again with interactions
between O’Flaherty and Kappler.
The strain naturally escalates as
O’Flaherty continues to outwit Kappler, leaving the latter increasingly
stressed and using more desperate
measures to bring down O’Flaherty’s
organization.
Another important factor that
“Scarlet and the Black” does well is
making O’Flaherty, the organization,
and their struggles and problems feel
real. It doesn’t gloss over, sugarcoat
or put too much of a focus on the
problems they faced but focuses on
their main goal: saving people.
Yes, they had issues with not
having enough money, people being
caught, having to create code names,
etc. But the audience’s attention was
always directed towards the people.
The many struggles and ways
they were forced to adapt was portrayed as a subtheme, if you will,
that never took away from the focus
of the film. However, these were
also what helps the characters feel
real and allows the audience to connect with them more. It is far from
smooth sailing for any of them as
they each have their own personal
struggles.
The two soldiers in the beginning
of the film who are hesitant to trust;
O’Flaherty wrestling with how to do
more — whether he should risk his
own life or help from the shadows;
even Colonel Kappler is seen multiple times tired and stressed from his
work and the amount of pressure that
is on him. All of these inner battles
help the characters come alive on
screen.
The directors wrote and the actors
portrayed the characters as being human, not able to handle everything
without mistakes, not being purely
evil and bent on destruction, but human with their own inner struggles,
hardships and joys.
“Scarlet and the Black” is a marvelously done film with tension,
suspense and human struggle and
virtue. It’s an excellent script and a
true story told without the director’s
spin on it, and the actors performed
very well.
It is the story of one unsung hero
and how he worked to save others.
It is a remarkable film that displays
the struggle of trying to hide people
from the Nazi during World War II
and one that should be seen at least
once, if not more.
Just because you fail at your
dreams doesn’t mean you are a failure of a person. You are more than
your dreams, more than your selfexpression.

At the end of the day, I think Disney films teach us great messages
about perseverance and fortitude.
Even so, as we grow older, we also
need to see their philosophical imperfections and where they should
not apply to adult life.
By all means, dream big and fight
for what you want, but don’t forget
that your self-expression should
only be a means by which you grow
in love for God and for others. After
all, what’s the point of getting what
you want if you don’t share it with
the world?

Cancelled

Continued from Page 6

“We’re not really planning
for indoor activities yet,” said
Herrmann. “But we’re hopeful that
sometime in the future, we may be
able to do that this semester, and
if not, we’re hopeful certainly for
next semester.”
“One of the difficulties in
planning, is that the situation is
constantly changing,” Herrmann
said, “so we want to continue to
plan in a prudent way and be ready
to make adjustments however that’s
necessary.”
Herrmann said that they want
the students to feel comfortable
and peaceful on campus and having
things as normal as possible is a big
part of that.
The COVID-19 situation is
unpredictable and changeable, and
hopefully there will be a full return
of sports to campus soon.

Sports

Continued from Page 6

Sports is a welcome distraction
amongst the stress and pressures
of school. This doesn’t just apply
to athletes, but also spectators and
fans of a school’s sports. Playing
sports and watching sports is a way
for students to take their mind off
strains and relax and have fun.
Another reason that sports is important for student-athletes is that
it creates a motivational climate.
As playing a sport gives a person a
sense of purpose, it also boosts their
confidence, and taking away the
sport can take away that confidence.
Being on a sports team can
give support to a person most of
the time, and a student-athlete’s
team can be a support group. With
much less contact with one’s team,
and the absence of competition and
games, the student-athlete can feel
a loss of support on campus.

News Briefs

Continued from Page 6

Dozens of arrests
in ongoing Hong Kong
protests
Mostly under the guise of
social distancing violations,
dozens
of
pro-democracy
protestors were arrested over the
weekend in Hong Kong. Spurred
by the new, controversial
security law passed down by the
government of China, protests
have been a regular occurrence
for the past year in the city
by those who see China’s
actions as eroding the “one
country, two systems” policy,
the key condition of the treaty
which returned Hong Kong to
Chinese rule after a century of
British Administration. Among
those arrested was billionaire
entrepreneur
and
British
national Jimmy Lai, owner of
the pro-democracy newspaper
Apple Daily. Lai has been a
constant critic of the Chinese
Communist Party, using his
considerable wealth to fund
anti-China candidates in Hong
Kong elections. Following his
arrest, the Apple Daily ran its
front page completely blank,
save for the phrase “they can’t
kill us all.”
Caricatures of Islamic
founder Muhammad
republished
One day before the Sep. 2
trials of the accused conspirators
behind the 2015 attacks on
French
satirical
magazine
Charlie Hebdo, the publication
has reprinted what is seen
as the motivation behind the
attack: 12 cartoons that depict
the founder of Islam in a lessthan-flattering light. Modern
interpretation of Islamic Sharia
law prohibits the express
depiction of the Muhammed in
any capacity. After publishing
the original images throughout
2015, Charlie Hebdo was the
victim of an attack carried out
by members of Al Qaeda in the
Arabian Peninsula which left
12 dead and 11 injured. The
cartoons were republished this
week with the headline “Tout ca
pour ca” (all of that for this).
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Students debate modesty of tightfitting face masks
Anonymous

Proving once and for all that
controversy rests for no global crisis,
Franciscan University of Steubenville
students took to Facebook this
Thursday to engage in what may go
down as the most important debate
of 2020 — does a form-fitted face
mask have the capacity to lead others
to sin?
The main masks in question, as
defined by the debate’s moderators,
are made of a microfiber material
(most often neoprene) that clings
tightly to the wearer’s cheeks and
nose. After their initial sales began in
Korea near the start of the COVID-19
pandemic, top brands like Lululemon
and Athleta popularized these
“leisurewear” protective coverings in
America.
The incendiary Facebook post,
placed on the generally peaceful
and well-balanced group “Frannies
Brawl,” was an editorial from the
Boston Post entitled “Whatever
Happened to Bandanas?”
Within hours, the post had over
300 comments, ranging from “Maybe

this isn’t the best time or place to
talk about this!” to “If I see another
woman wearing a stretch mask, I will
descend immediately into the second
circle of hell.”
The real issue, says junior Iago
Bindersnatch, is that Franciscan has
appeared to sink into complacency
concerning the question of facial
modesty.
“Sure, these masks might be
commonplace in our culture these
days,” he said. “But we’re called to
be countercultural. We have to be the
leaders in the modesty movement.”
To all who are searching for an
alternative to the recent mask trend,
Bindersnatch recommends the Etsy
shop “KeepChristInCorona,” where
modesty-conscious consumers can
find a fashionable line of handmade
draped masks that extend from just
below the eye to the bottom of the
jawline.
On the other end of the argument,
a radical all-female group on campus
has started a campaign to “free the
lips,” refusing to wear any mask at all
in favor of female liberation.

Thank you for reading the
Troubadour!
Find more articles online at
troubonline.com

“Soldiers of Joan” launched
into the public eye last year when
senior Philomena Smythe created
the group as a response to the “Man
Week” ministry, claiming that the
organization’s aim is to “tear down all
gender roles and create a matriarchy,
just like St. Joan of Arc would have
wanted.”
As of yet, the university
administration has taken no definitive
stance on the issue. For now, the
student bookstore will continue to
sell face shields and thick, syntheticmaterial masks decked with a cheery
phrase and a concerning chemical
smell.
In the meantime, Frannies will
continue to debate this all-consuming
question until it dies, resurrecting it
two years later purely for the purpose
of injecting some semblance of life
into an otherwise mind-numbing
beginning of the semester.
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